MUJS 1131 Jazz Performance Fundamentals for Bass Syllabus

Professor Seaton: 

•
Office - Music Building 279 

•
Phone - (940) 369-7639 

•
Jazz Studies office phone - (940) 565-3743 

Course Objectives: To develop a basic knowledge of jazz bass playing by focusing on bass lines, scales, arpeggios, and recordings. 

•
Ability to improvise bass lines from chord symbols 

•
Ability to play appropriate scales and arpeggios from chord symbols 

•
Start/continue to build a jazz repertoire 

•
Better reading skills 

•
Ability to play the modes of the major scale, blues, bebop, melodic minor and harmonic minor scales up and down to the ninth in all 12 keys in at least one octave 

•
Arpeggiate chords to the ninth 

•
Two octave chromatic scale (or more) 

•
Listening and transcribing 

•
Start/continue knowledge of jazz bass history and the players 

•
Develop good practice skills 

Attendance Policy: Attendance is required at all sessions. If you can’t be in class, call me or tell me in advance when possible.  Please call me if you are sick.  Excused absences are routinely granted for illness with an excuse coming from the Health Center or your doctor within 48 hours after missing class.   Three unexcused absences will result in the reduction of the final grade. Excused absences should be cleared in advance (if possible) and students missing class will be responsible for assignments and homework. Repeated tardiness will result in the reduction of the final grade. BE ON TIME!  I am flexible and understanding, just communicate with me on a professional level. 

Jazz bass students are expected to attend all jazz bass departmentals, jazz and classical bass faculty recitals, and jazz bass senior and graduate student recitals.  Attendance at weekly departmental recitals is mandatory for all jazz bass majors.  Students who have a regular conflict at this hour may be excused for the semester.  Please provide your class schedule to Lynn Seaton within the first week of classes.  

Grading: You may see your grades anytime.  An A or B is required in this class to continue on to 1132.

•
Scale and Arpeggio Tests - 20% 

•
Transcriptions 25% 

•
Class Assignments 30% 

•
Assessments - Written and listening - 15%.  

Playing Etude #4 from “Jazz Solos for Bass” from memory- 10 %
Materials: 

 Join the International Society of Bassists at www.isbworldoffice.com 
You should consider yourself a professional bassist from here on out.  Being a part of this important network is an important element of your career.  In addition to the online news, quarterly magazine, and online resources, the conventions are every other year where over 1,000 bassists of all styles meet for performances, workshops, and camaraderie.  There are also competitions including Jazz, classical solo, orchestral, bass making and composition.   Several UNT students have been finalists and prize winners in the jazz and classical categories.  PLEASE JOIN!

1) Aebersold play along CD's and books 


•
Volume 6, "Charlie Parker" No ISBN #


•
Volume 21, "Gettin' It Together"  No ISBN #  
•
Ron Carter's transcribed bass line book from Volume 6 Barcode# -5327103 

2) "Jazz Solos for Bass" by Lynn Seaton (Kendor Press 14074) 
3) "The Latin Bass Book a practical guide” by Stagnaro and Sher ISBN 1-883217-11-3
4) 10 stave staff paper 

Dialogue: An important of learning is an open dialogue between the teacher and the student. Please feel free to call me or stop me in the hall to discuss anything. 

Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT)
These evaluations are taken very seriously by administration for my continuance/advancement as a teacher and for salary considerations.  Please consider this short survey as a part of this class.  Results are not made available to me until after grades are posted. Your thoughts and opinions help me to be a better teacher and often reinforce the effectiveness of how I run classes. 
The student evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The short SPOT survey will be made available you at the end of the semester until the week before finals to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught.  You will receive an email "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Please look for the email in your UNT email inbox.  Simply click on the link and complete your survey.  Once you complete the survey you will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted.  There may time scheduled to complete this during our class, but if not, please complete it on your own. For additional information, please visit the spot website at www.spot.unt.edu or email spot@unt.edu.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 

LINK:  http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. 

LINK:  Student Code of Conduct -  https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT 
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect.  

LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 

ADA STATEMENT 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation.

LINK:  disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323)

Fall Semester Academic Schedule (with Add/Drop Dates)
http://catalog.unt.edu/content.php?catoid=15&navoid=1228
Final Exam Schedule
http://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress
Undergraduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.

Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses.

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing so.

LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
 

Graduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA.  Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.   

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course.

LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Blackboard online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates.

Link: essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html
Jazz Bass Fundamentals Course Outline
Subject to change due to class need, holidays, etc.

Note: Several of the assignments, scale tests, and transcriptions may take some time and practice.  You may want to start early in the semester on # 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25 and 28-29.

1. Introduction, Requirements, and Transcription Assignments

 Explain Scale and Arpeggio Tests

The tests my be condensed to more than 1 scale and/or arpeggio per chorus.

    SCALE ASSIGNMENT: BLUES ROOT TO 8 AND BACK TO ROOT-THEN ARPEGGIO 1.3.5.b7.#9.7.5.3.1 -  Dom.7(#9) chord
    SCALE AND ARPEGGIO ASSIGNMENT: DOMINANT 7TH (MIXOLYDIAN) and BEBOP (Aebersold playalong Volume 21, track 13) ROOT TO 9 THEN  Back TO 2-THEN ARPEGGIO 1,3,5,b7,9,7,5,3,1

2. Right hand picking techniques

3. Blues: Walking bass lines - lower and chromatic approach tones 

TUNE ASSIGNMENT: Now's the Time 
ETUDE ASSIGNMENT: Ron Carter's bass line on F blues 
(Aebersold play along, Volume 6, track 1)

ASSIGNMENT: WRITE 2 CHORUSES OF F BLUES BASS LINE

4. Blues: 


PLAY written and improvised bass lines on F blues

      ETUDE ASSIGNMENT: # 3 in "Jazz Solos for Bass"

5. SCALE AND ARPEGGIO TEST: 


BEBOP, MIXOLYDIAN AND BLUES VOLUME 21 TRACK 13. 

6.  Blues: PLAY and analyze Ron Carter's bass line from Now’s the Time

     SCALE AND ARPEGGIO ASSIGNMENT: MAJOR and LYDIAN, VOLUME 21 TRACK 1
     SCALE ASSIGNMENT: CHROMATIC-FROM THE LOWEST NOTE  AVAILABLE TO THE Bb ABOVE THE G OCTAVE (12th fret) MM=160 OR 
ABOVE
7. Blues: Alternate changes 

     ASSIGNMENT: WRITE 2 CHORUSES OF Bb BLUES AND PLAY WITH VOLUME 21, DISC 2, TRACK 15 (#31 in book)

8. Blues: PLAY written and improvised bass lines on Bb blues with VOLUME 21 TRACK 15 (#31 in book)
9. PLAY Etude # 3 

     SCALE AND ARPEGGIO ASSIGNMENT: VOLUME 21 - DORIAN, PHRYGIAN and AEOLIAN, TRACK 18; LOCRIAN, TRACK 28. MELODIC AND HARMONIC MINOR Track 29

10. SCALE AND ARPEGGIO TEST: 


MAJOR and LYDIAN, VOLUME 21 TRACK 1 


CHROMATIC-FROM THE LOWEST NOTE AVAILABLE TO THE Bb ABOVE THE G OCTAVE (12th fret) in 1/8 notes MM=100 OR ABOVE
11. TUNE: Autumn Leaves- Bb- Analyze 

ASSIGNMENT: WRITE 1 CHORUS OF BASS LINE and TRANSCRIBE BASSLINE

12. TRANSCRIPTION DUE: AUTUMN LEAVES 


PLAY written, and transcribed bass lines - Autumn Leaves

13.  SCALE AND ARPEGGIO TEST: 


LOCRIAN, TRACK 28. MELODIC AND HARMONIC MINOR TRACK 29

14. TUNE: All The Things You Are-Ab-Analyze 

ASSIGNMENT TRANSCRIBE BASSLINE

ETUDE ASSIGNMENT: # 2 in "Jazz Solos for Bass"

15. TRANSCRIPTION DUE: ALL THE THINGS YOU ARE 

PLAY transcribed and improvised bass lines - All The Things You Are

16. SCALE AND ARPEGGIO TEST: 

          VOLUME 21 - DORIAN, PHRYGIAN, AEOLIAN, TRACK 18

17.  PLAY ETUDE #2 in “ Jazz Solos for Bass”     

18.  Bossa Nova  Samba- Latin Bass Book page 144 

19.  Mambo – Latin Bass Book page 9 


ETUDE ASSIGNMENT: # 4 in "Jazz Solos for Bass”
20. Rhythm Changes - TUNE: Lester Leaps In-Bb


ETUDE ASSIGNMENT: Ron Carter's bass line on Thriving From A Riff 

(Aebersold play along, Volume 6)

 
ASSIGNMENT: TRANSCRIBE BASSLINE
21. TRANSCRIPTION DUE: RHYTHM CHANGES - PLAY transcribed and improvised bass lines - Rhythm Changes
22. PLAY Ron Carter's "Thriving From a Riff" bass line. 

23.  Review 

24.  Written Assessments and PLAY Etude # 4 in “ Jazz Solos for Bass” from memory

25. Listening Assessments and PLAY Etude # 4 in “ Jazz Solos for Bass” from memory
26.  PLAY Tunes from memory:  Blues and/or Autumn Leaves and/or All the Things You Are and/or Rhythm Changes.
27.  PLAY Tunes from memory:  Blues and/or Autumn Leaves and/or All the Things You Are and/or Rhythm Changes.
28.  PLAY Tunes from memory:  Blues and/or Autumn Leaves and/or All the Things You Are and/or Rhythm Changes.


Note:  If not all bassists finish playing #4 in the class, we will use the assigned time during finals week to hear the rest.

Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT)
These evaluations are taken very seriously by administration for my continuance/advancement as a teacher and for salary considerations.  Please consider this short survey as a part of this class.  Results are not made available to me until after grades are posted. Your thoughts and opinions help me to be a better teacher and often reinforce the effectiveness of how I run classes. 
The student evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The short SPOT survey will be made available you at the end of the semester until the week before finals to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught.  You will receive an email "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Please look for the email in your UNT email inbox.  Simply click on the link and complete your survey.  Once you complete the survey you will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted.  There may time scheduled to complete this during our class, but if not, please complete it on your own. For additional information, please visit the spot website at www.spot.unt.edu or email spot@unt.edu.
 1131 Fall Schedule

Week #1
Mon – 1




Wed  - 2

Week #2
Mon - Holiday, no class 


Wed - 3

Week #3    Mon  - 4




Wed-5

Week #4
Mon- 6




Wed- 7

Week #5
Mon- 8




Wed- 9




Week #6
Mon- 10 




Wed-11 
Week #7
Mon- 12




Wed- 13





Week #8
Mon  - 14




Wed - 15





Week #9
Mon  - 16




Wed -17





Week #10
Mon - 18




Wed - 19
Week #11
Mon - 20




Wed - 21

Week #12
Mon- 22




Wed - 23




Week #13
Mon- 24




Wed - holiday, no class
Week #14
Mon- 25




Wed- 26

Week #15
Mon- 27




Wed - 28




